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ORATION 


DELIVERED JULY 4, 1788. 1 


AT THE REQUEST or SHUT. 


| Inhabitants of the Town 25 Bosron, n 
un CELEBRATION: 
or Tux ANNIVERSARY or 


AMERICAN INDEPENDENCE, 


BY 


— HARRISON: GRAY OTIS, Eſquize. . . a 


* (rain BY 


BENJA ANN RUSSELL, STATE-STR1 Kr, BOSTON. 


AT a Meeting of the Freebglders andpiher Inhghjrants gf the 
17 jown of rox duly qualified aa lagaily warned, in pub- 
lick Town-Meeting aſſembled, at Faniuil-Hal/, on Friday 

the 4th day of July, A. D. 1788, Vorzp, 
AT the Sele ctmen be and hereby are appointed a Com- 
- mittee to wait. on HARRISON.GRAY OTIS, Eſq. and 
in the name of the Town, to thank him for the ſpirited and ele- 
gant Oration this day delivered by him, at the requeſt of the 
town, upon the anniverſary of the ladependence of. the United 
States of America, in which, accorting to the inſtitution of the 
town, he conſidered the feelings, manners and principles which 
led to that great ntionalevert< And 40 regyeſt of him a copy 

thereof for the preſs. Atteſt, 
* df AM COGPER, Town- Clerk. 
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HE candour f my e citizens led FM Jefterday, to 
&  approcur, auhat tht impartial world nay conſure-or 9 
725 of duty only outweighs my fears. 

I have the honour to be, with ſentiments of N Geathmis 


A AE 
H. 0. OTIS. 
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E143 - 4 
FRIENDS AND FELLOW CITIZENS, 


MON e nations which at various tim es have | 
ſucceſsfully vigdicared the rights of civil liberty, we 
may obſerye but few that have ſubmitted to a frequent 
and formal recurrence to the original motives of their 
conduct. Tranſported with the enjoyment of freedom, 
they have forgotten the mcans by which it was attain» 
ed—The memoirs of recent tranſactions have been ne- 
glected for leſs important reſearches i into ancient times, 
| Men have been aſhamed to repeat what all were pre- 
ſumed to know; and the noble deeds of their fathers, 
reſcued from the rubbiſh of ages, and obſcured by the 
elouds of tradition, have been handed to poſterity through 
the men of ir nner. The citizens of United 
America 
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Ko oa America furniſh exceptions to theſe remarks—her Hif. 
[ hq + _ torians and Orators have been uſually employed in the 
* faithful narrative of their owa times; and it is eaſy to 
diſcover a very general fondneſs for the rehearſal of thoſe 
ſcenes in which living worthies have been the princi - 
pal actors. Such are the objects of this anniverſary, 
| and was it in my power to do juſtice to the ſubjeQ— 
which I feel it is not—a diſplay of the principles, 
manners, and feelings, which led to out independence, 
would prove not leſs inſtructive in the recital, than the 
probable conſequences. of that n event are pleaſ- 
| ing in anticipation. | 


A Rv of the hiſtory of the North-American 
ſettlements, exhibits an early and almoſt a continual 
ſtruggle between tyranny and avarice upon one fide, 
and an ardent ſenſe of native liberty upon the other. 


Tos are miſtaken who think that the original 
ſource of oppreſſion may be traced in the ordinance of | 
the Stamp-AQ. The firſt colonial inſtitution eſtabliſh- 
ed in Virginia was ſubjected to an arbitrary council, de- 
pendent. upon. the capricious pleaſure of a king, Pa- 
tience and enterptize at length had diſcovered to the 
ighabitants. 
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| ;nhabitants a ſtaple production at that period, peculiar | 
to the colony, whea the harſh mandate of a tyrant for- 
bad the cultivation of it, and condemned commerce to 
deſfile her infant hands in the fruitleſs, ignoble amiga 
of ſearching after mines. 


In other ſouthern colonies inſtances are notwanting 
of inquiſitorial writs and of violated charters, 


IT muſt howeyer be allowed, that, ſheltered by the 
| , canopies of their paramounts, they were in general leſs 
expoſed than their ſiſter provinces to the ſcorching rays | 
of ſupreme majeſty, Adyancing into New-England 
the ſyſtem of oppreilian becomes more uniform, and 
the ' reſiſtance conſequently more conſpicuous. No 


affluent proprietary appeared to protect our hardy anceſ- 
tors. The immeaſurable wild had yielded to their in- 


duſtry a vacancy barely ſufficient for their houſehold 
Gods: At the ſame moment the peſtilential breath of 
a deſpot blew into their country a ſwarm of locuſts com- 
| miſſioned to corrode their liberties to the root. Even 
in thoſe early times not only the freedom but the uſe of 
the preſs was prohibited—new taxes were impoſed— 
old charters were abrogated—citizens were impreſſed : 


The crown of England reſtrained emigrations from 
that 


> Ar nn TIN 
bst country, Acousged Peboladon upon this (ide: of 
the atlantick, confiſcated eſtites, ſuppreſſed | the ba- 
bual modes of © publick wotſhip, and precluded the 
yi of compliine. "Opprelſed 1 in a man · 
ner ſo irritating, ſo unworthy, how did our eder 
| Taſtain theſe accumulated: miſeries ? Did they crouch. 
"diſmayed beneath che- iton ſoeptre? Did they commit 
treaſon againſt them _ dy aljenating the deareſt pre- 
rogatives of Humanfiy ? No- We find them perſevering 
in decent, pathetick remonſtrances i in the time of Charles. 
the fieſt; refuſing to ſurrender.their patent to Cromwell, 
* id Cahibidag a bill of rights at the time” of the reſtora · 
tion. Aftet the abdication of James, the triumph of. 
liberty in Btitain, became compleat. Miniſters f natur- 
ally grew fearful leſt her pervading iaffuence ſhould ex- 
tend to "the colonies ; ; "and from the « era of the revolu-. : 
tivn; until the” gloomy hour of the Stamp-AQ, the plan- | 
of our ſavety was always reſumed. ia the intervals of 
domeſtick pence.— Affaire now aſſumed : a more ſerious. 
afpett; the minds of men became vehemently agitated, | 
and after'a 4 d variety of aila 14 pointment 1 the e citizens of 
theſe provitices ; Were compelled to draw their {words and # 


to appeal to ie G God of i ne —Mhat then may kg 
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hebes infot were the priceiples which-aRred-the bh, . 
ſpirited: Americans placed in a ſitun ion ſo ctitical-and” - hy 
diſaſttous! Wee Ss he 
induced a voluntary ſacrifice of eaſe-ind furtane, a con- © . | 
tempt for danger; and- infpired' conßdence in leaders 
choſen by thomſolves—What were the manpers! 
conſiſted in honour; temperance, fortitude, religion 8 
What-were the feelings! Theſe no power of language. . 
| can deſeribe Had they fin continued to animate dur 
boſorns;, they might have fupplied ide want of a new. 
government, which now alone can ſave us from perdi - 
Ie 0rerthererentfyl.biſtory-of the late wa-. 
 feeliogy othetwiſe · would ĩmpell to devot e ctoo large 
a portion of time, to euloget upon the heroes who h,, 
fonght and bledꝭand thaſe-who haye-retutned to the bo- 0 
| ſomot their country, obzects of jealouſy;viimudinegled+ 0 
In-an-atiempt. to detail the; effefig whichhave flown | 
from out independence, and hic maj lwrexfter'eafue, it 
is difficultco be. eoutiſe wirhous ſeeminꝶ aper hela h or to 
1 be-difſukre-wichour becoming todivus-= My obferyativts 
r coneie. 
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tion of my incompeteney to this duty.— It appears, I 
ſpeak with diffidence, that while we with reaſon have 
lamented the late untoward circumſtarices of conſederat - 
ed America, we have been prone to err in charging our- 
ſelves with the moſt diſgraceful, perfidious conduct, 
that ever blackened the character of a nation. W hereas 
it is certain that to apply the attributes of morality ex- 
cluſively to any people, is a fallible experiment. All na- 
tions conduct nearly alike in ſimilar predicaments, and 
Vords only conſtitute the difference between punick faith 
and Britiſh plauſibility. The moroſe and gloomy have 
imagined that honour, virtue and publick ſpirit, had bid 
an eternal adieu to the country. —The puſillanimous 
haye deſcried the flaming thunderbolt threatening us 
on high; and, perſons of all deſcriptions have conſented 
with a moſt unnatural promptitude to exeerate the mea - 
ſutes and to blaſt the honour of the beſt and happieſt 


country. in. the globe. 


do not intend to gire umbrage to the gentlemen of 

any country, when J aſſert that this reproachful diale& 

has been partly- acquired from individuals of a nation 

whoſe paſſions, prejudices and diſappointment ſtrongly 

conſpire to peryert their_reaſon—Jndividuals, who ſet» 
ung 
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ting at : defiance all biſtorical truth and compariſon ; hare 
ſtigmatized us with the moſt opprobrious and unmerited 
impeachmenta. Americans have liſtened to theſe ca. 
lumnics but have not conſidered the time and experience 
requiſite for the arrangement of a new and mighty em- 
pire. Thus the clamours of invective have been con- 
ſtantly re-echoed ſrom Georgia to New-Hampſhire, from 


the Alleganey to the ocean, 


IT muſt not however be denied that this country has 
been haſtening to a deplorable criſis. I mean only to 
ſuggeſt that the progreſs was natural and would * 
been incident to any other nation, 


Tus ach of Britain are ſtained with a ſordid de- : 
tail of treaſons and rebellions more flagrant than were 
ever conceived in the fields of Wyoming, or perpetrated 
upon the heights of Springfield, The vigorous mo- 
narchy of Francs has been ſubject to ſimilar caſualties ; 
and this magnificent nation in the frequent reduction 
and adulteration of her coin, has exhibited as direct a 
violation of national faith as America would exhibit, 
ſhould ſhe, which God forbid, —_ herſelf n. | 
at this moment. | 

| Ons 
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Our fundamental cauſe of cur late embarrüfſfmotts, I 


apprehend has originated not only ina ſcarcity of ſpecie, 


but in the increaſed demand for the uſual cireulating 
quantum. Previovſly to the late war there ſeld&mm'tx- 


ifled in the hands of our ſarmers a great capital of Ipe 
cie, neither did the exigencies of the country reqtit᷑e it. 


The principal quantities belonged either to our mer- 


chants who employed it in commerce, ot to pet ſons who 
lived on a regular income, and ho generally poſſeſſed 
property in the Britiſh funds. From this laſt claſs, a 


great proportion of the middling landholders obtained 


money which they immediately expended for active and 
produQtive ſtock—The intereſt of this money conſtitut- 


ed the income of the lenders, and while hir was punc- 
tually paid both parties were at eaſe— The reſidue of 


the fariners who were well eſtabliſhed, procured their 
needful ſupply of money by the ſale of produce to the 
merchants. | | | 

Ar the commencement of che late war, thoſe mobied 
men who owned property in Britain almoſt uoniverſzlly 


went oyer to that country. The treaty of peace, with 
Juſtice I preſume, reſtored to them the power of recover- 


ing their debts, and a long ſuſpenſion of the intereſt to- 
gether 


| Ax ORATION 2 
Zether with the! nature of their new cone Ions rendering 
the pribeipil neceſſary, operated'to create an inſtantane- 
ons demand. A demand, which it is manifeſt would not 
"othetwiſe Hafe ariſen, but in the ſucceſſive courſe of 
mbttaſity The merchant alſo finding bimſelf deprived of 
- the tifual merm of remittance,and having no further need 
of ptoduce br of labour, became importunate for ſpecifick 
payments, ud Withdreiw his aid from the farmer and - 
the aruſan. War had increaſed the weight of taxes our 
ſyſtem of finance was imperfeR—The late flood of pa - 
per became ſtagnant in the ceuntry;and the few remaining 
rirulets of ſpecie were almoſt entirely drained by expor- 
tations ſubſequent to the peace. A few monied men, 
however, ſlill remained; but ſeeing ſo many refoncees 
obſtructed, they naturally became diffident of lending, 
and the ſignet which impreſſed the firſt Tender - Act, 
ſealed up all the priyate coffers in the uniced cominent. - 


InvorLved ih perplexities ſo truly diflrefſiog, ! it was 
nattttal ia men who did tot think profoundly to fancy | 
theniſetfes oppreſſed. 1 he diſcontented yeomen he- 
gleded agriculture, and either wigrated towards the weſ- 
tern Wikis, or ſoltered the woes of each other at home, 


with ſentiments extracted from ſeditions \ writings ; j while 
the 


— 
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the induſtrious me ꝛhanicks che pride of our cities 
were ſometimes obliged to ſell the implements of their 
crafts to procure ſuſtenance for wives and children uſed 
to happier days! forbear to expatiate upon the ex- 
ceſſive uſury, the inconſiſtent acts of the ſeveral States, 
the continuance of our ruinous commerce with Britain, 
and the negle& of our magnanimous ally. All theſe 
particulars have contributed to our misfortunes each 
of them affords ample ſubje& for an oration. : 


Tazsr diſorders were imputed to various cauſes, 
and all the remedies of political empiriciſm have been 
. ſucceſſively preſcribed. A general Convention of the 
States proved to be the only medium through which 
our extenſive difficulties could be reduced to one point 
of view. It there became manifeſt that the language 
of requiſition would no longer be heard, and this had 
been energetick, only when we had in view, the pro- 
ſcription of our patriots, the devaſtation of our fields, 
the conflagration of our cities. When it was eaſy to 
repair to the various aceldamas of the continent, and 
to cheriſh the ſpirit of patriotiſm over tombleſs heaps 
of martyred brethren, The veil of our national affairs 
was afterwards uplifted in the ſeveral Conyentions of 
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the States. What gloomy features did the portrait 
exhibit ! Who can hear without trembling, that this 
happy land wherein we dwell—the dear domeſtick 
ſeats of which we are poſſeſſed and this temple, ſacred » 
to Almighty God, are mortgaged to ſtrangers, ſubje& - 
to conditions the moſt humiliating, at the * time 
the moſt indiſpenſible. 


This his Rae e 
ſources of information, unawed by fear, unbiaſſed by 
ſelf intereſt, in a time of peace, after mature delibera- 


tion, has propoſed a form of government, which in- 


vol ves political conſequences of greater importance 
than have yet attracted the attention of mankind It 
is neither my deſign, n6r is it within my capacity, to 
trace the nice dependencies of power, or the admirable . 
aſſimilation of intereſt, or any of the peculiar excellen- 
cies which diſtinguiſh this ſyſtem Men whoſe merits 
I cannot hope to reach in any future period of my life, 
have made me to deſpair of my ability even to repeat 
with adyantage—The meaſure of my ambition will be 
ſatisfied if aſew remaining obſervations. be not deemed — 
trice and familiar, | Fro. 


Tur 
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Tus negeſſity of. a refgrmation in our national Go 
vernment, has been long allowed by, men of: — 4 
and liberal ſentiments, howeyer oppaſed to the federal 
ſyſtem But theſe cautious characters. have deemed..it 
"> ufficient tg concede tg aur pteſent Congreſs, the con · 
troul of impoſt, and of cammetce. alledging chat gradu· 
al exienſions of power might be praportioned to future 
exigencies— Happy is it for us, my reſpected frierids, 
that-this project has never been adopted. Without a 


comment upon thoſe exploded ſyſtems, which blend 


the · various departments of power, or upon the deluſive 
phantom of a · ſovereignty, incapable of employing its 
reſources one argument ſeems. unequivocal—A ſin- 
gle body of men, feeling the deficiency of their powers 
in other particulars, ſenſible at the ſame time that great 
juſtice was expected from their new acquiſition 3 aſ- 
ſailed upon every fide by foreign and domeſtick. cre- 
ditors, anxibus as well for their perſonal honour, as for 
the credit of the States, muſt haye been too ſubje& 
to the. dominion of their paſſions—they muſt have. 
been prodigal of the publick treaſure—The ſpirit ot 
extreme 5uſtice would have operated too ſuddenly— 
The people have generally been ignorant of the in- 
te rnal. meaſures and arrangements of the Congreſs, 


owing 


—— 
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ouing to their want of an immediate indeceſt and con con- 
nection in the appointment of the members; remain- 
ing onin formed of the diſtribution of their taxes, they 
would have grown jealous and uneaſy and che ſolita- 

ry plea of publick faith would have proved an una- 
atlas apology for the real or \maginary 2002 of 


publick. oper, 


'In regard te de ter pare ee fu- 
tue enlargement of power—it is rational to conclude 
+hat the lame oppolition u hich exiſts at preſent, would 
have -ariſen-hereafrer to a eotal change: And what 
- benefit oould have refulted from a partial reform, while 
Sur prejudices and corruption would have kept pace 
With the alterations ! Admit, howeverqchat the controul 
of impoſt and of - commerce had been adequate : the 
Purpoſes of the union, hem peace was declared, and 
that it had been veſted in Congreſs at that moment; 
other powers ot equal importance are no become re- 
quiſite. If it be a certain (poſition, that the union of 
' the emive ſtrength of individuals;conſtiemerthepolitical 
ftate-of a community,” it ſeemsequally concluſive that 
the union of the entire ſtrength of the ſeycral-members, 

1017712 Eno e | is 
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is cſſential to the ſafety and perfection of a political con- 
federacy—To confirm theſe obſervations in their rela- 
tion to our country, we need only adyert to a Tow ob- 
vious facts | 


Gaear-BriTain ſlill regards this country with a 
grudging eye, her Miniſters have ſecured her intereſt in 
ſeveralEuropean cabinets over the politicks of Holland 
her aſcendency is compleat —France is obliged to at - 
tend to her domeſtick police, which has become ſome- 
what deranged, ducing her exertions in favour of Ame- 
rica. Our fiſhery is an ohe of national emulation 
with our friends, as well as with our foes, and is liable 
to be moleſted. Our weltern poſts ate not ſurrendered, 
Our captive friends in the Mediterranean bend under the 
burdens of cruel taſk-maſters. Hoſtile tribes of Indians 
make daily incurſions upon our frontier, and are ſup- 
plied by Spaniards and by Engliſh nen, with the appara · 
tus of m dern war.—T hus the horrours of ſavage fero- 
city are increaſed by the contribution of ciy lized malice, 


»The emigration into the ceded territories, will ſoon 
| | deſerye 


;  ©* Maſſachuſetts, Connecticut, New York add Virginie, bave 
ceded to the United States of - (R603 nbd the ER _— 
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deſerye the attention of à powerful union. The diſtrict 
of Kentucky is already turbulent in its connection with 
Virginia, and containing 60,000 inhabitants calls aloud 
for independence. Indeed it is hardly to be expected 
that the preſent exhauſted fountain of federal light, can 
long ſupply hole diſtant and increaſing ot bs Ihe pe · 
riod may not be remote when the ſpirit of enter prize 
which has peopled thoſe ſequeſtered regions will betray 
the atlantick States into a war with Spain, although peace 
and neutrality be to them of the greateſt importance. 
In ſhort, America ſtands alone—Her preſent enſeebled 
governments offer many temptations to her enemics, 
and but few allurements to her friends — The former 
are malignant, the latter will ſoon be diſcouraged—Wo 
muſt either preſcribe to the old world the terms of our 
future connection, or we muſt receive with gratitude 
whatever conditions the nations of Eu ys ſhall be pleaſ- 
ed to impoſe upon us, * 


ANOTHER 


which is known by the general elite of the Ohio Country. 
It tretches, however, o an immenſe diſtarice beyond the fertile 
banks of hat mighty river, into; cold and lonely deſerts, which 
reſound only with the diſcordant cries of hunted beaſts and 
naked barbarians. — South: Carolina bas ceded ' unnumbered 
acres within the Mifſiſippi, and the conditions of the Georgian 
grant are, I am told, fulfilled by the ratification of nine States, 
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"Avoriita priacipal argument: ajainſt- the federal 
ſyſtem, has been founded upon the unqualified aner na- 
tive of adoption or rejection, to whictr the States? were 
confined.” It was decmed precipitate, and therefore 
decreed dingetous I preſurne, however, by this time; 1 
ſhalt be countenanded in aſſerting, that had the General 
Cony-ntion adjourned to rective and to- conſidèr- objec - 
ons, no ſyſtem of govetument would have been adopt: 
ed by the States unleſs tendeted upon the poltit - of thts 
ſword.— The local circuniftinees of euch Stats; muſt 
have given riſe to various and idcongruous propofate; tlie 
fancied probubility of srtzining their'obJeAs, W uld have: 
rendered each reſpectively tenacibus, aid the opponents 
of the lyſtem in the ſereral States, Having formed a 
general league, would Have been actünted by the unte- 
tenting fervouts of delineated party Juppoſe anther 
model after vatious dificulties had been propoſed, is it 
not manifeſt that old objection would have been revived, 
new exceptions ſtarted; and.that political ſcepiiciſm would 
have diſtrafted the community! —Yes.. my ſellew citi- 
zens, we might have condemned, we might have execut- 
ed, but what power could have reverſedithe attainder— 
Reaſon may conjeQure, but God only: knows; the con- 
| ſequences which: muſt have enſued. __ 


I 
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ImrxxaAr your iadulgrüre white I employ a Lü 
moments inc diverting your auention from the; view of 
hefe mehacholy contingencies, which I truſt in God 
we ſhall never realize; to a more ſplendid proſpeR-+-ln 
the ſuſt place may I be allowed to felieitate my coun- 
trymen upon ihe internal appearance of the affairs of 
this State — Ihe chair of government is adorned by the 
patriot whoſe ſacrifices and ſervices have endeared him io 

a grateſul people, our faithful Ambaſſadour is reinveſted | 
with the honorrs of his country, and all the elections lead 
us ardentlyto expect and deſire a perfect coalition ol par- 
nes. Tne rapid acceſſion of nineStates, affords a · pleaſ- 
ing prefage of the riſing glory of the union U po 
this ſubje& it might be expected that I ſhould enlarge 
But, my Federal Friends! Viftorious wiſdom di dains 
the inſults of a triumph -L. ei us rather repoſe upon the 
hope; that the unexampled ſpiri: of conciliation which 
pervades throughout, will ſoon bury all but the endear- 
ing diſtinctions of 'conntryman, friend, brother. | 


* PARTIAL ſketch of the natural, accidental and mo- 


ral advantages that will reſult to the confederated 


States, ſhall relieve your patience - For the firſt. claſs 
we are indebted to the variety of climate, ſoil and pro- 
ductions 


— 
— . — 


; 
0 ' N 
\ : 
4 


22 Ax ORATILION, 


ductions which render the wants and labour of one 
State ſubſervient to thoſe of another to our remark- 
able exemption from peſtilence, earthquakes, and the 
dreadful convulſions of nature to the rivers which 
intetſect our country to the ſecurity of our hatbours, 
and to the extent of our ſeacoaſt, rendering the con- 
queſt of the thirteen States almoſt impoſſible. The 
accidentel advantages conſiſt in our remoteneſs from 


the cabals'of Eurape—in our convenient poſition re- 


lative to the Weſt-Indies, and in the inability of theſe 
iſlands to flouriſh without our commerce in the re- 
ſources we poſſeſs for the diſcharge of our taxes—in 
the perſecution and oppreſſion of other countries in 
the-neceflity of frugal and induſtrious habits to which 
we are ſubject—in the ſenſe of liberty bequeathed by 
our anceſtors, and finally in our freedom from the do- 
minion of nobles and of hierarchs. Among' moral 
circumſtances may be computed, the toleration of re- 
ligious ſects - the reſpectability of the clergy—the en · 
couragement of education the liberty of the Preſs— 


eqvality of property conjugal fidelity and the ju- 


riſdiction remaining in the ſeveral States, whereby life, 
liberty and property will be ſecured, | 


Hareev 


* ORATION a 


Happy, happy America, enriched by Heaven with 
its choiceſt bleſſings, may the wiſdom of thy councils, 
and the virtue of thy ſons, accelerate the peace, and 
happineſs, and perfection of mankind, 


iq 
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